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CHAPTER IL

Henry V. and Pope Paschal IT.

IF it were ever imprestimptuous to trace the retributive
justice of God in the destiny of one man, it might be
acknowledged in the humiliation of Pope Paschal II.
by the Emperor Henry V. The Pope, by his continual
sanction, if not by direct advice, had trained the young
Emperor in his inordinate ambition and his unscrupulous
avidity for power. He had not rebuked his shameleas
perfidy or his revolting cruelty; he had absolved him
from thrice-sworn oaths; he had released him from the
great irrepealable obligations of nature and the divine
law. A rebel against his sovereign and his father was
not likely, against his own interests or passions, to be a
dutiful son or subject of his mother the Church, or of
his spiritual superiors. If Paschal suffered the result of
his own lessons, if he was driven from his capital, ex-
posed to personal sufferings so great and menacing as to
compel him to submit to the hardest terms which the
Emperor chose to dictate, he had not much right to
compassion. Paschal is almost the only later Pope who
was reduced to the degrading necessity of being dis-
claimed by the clergy, of being forced to retract his own
impeccable decrees, of being taunted in his own day with
heresy, and abandoned as a feeble traitor to the rights
of the Church by the dexterous and unscrupulous apolo-
gists of almost every act of the Papal See.
Hardly was Henry V. in peaceful possession of Ms